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It deesn’t change thmgs

"Wheresignation of Sullivan’ ODunty Manager Dd Gil De Rubm
‘Monday shouid come asno surpnse o anyone whohas beesn
A follgwing the disaster that is Su]_'llvan Countv govemment

the last year,

Gil de Buibio said & difference of Dpnuan wnth the commission
on fthe eounty’s direction was -a reason for his reésignation.
Recently, the commission rémoved his oversight-authority for the
county jail and nursing home, Then there were the conténtions
-exchanges ‘between Gil de Rubio and mentbers of the Sullivan
Coynty - delegatlon ‘nost nota'bly chairman Peter I‘lankhn, D— :
Newport,.

Franldm deserves cred;t for his vigilant style with the eounty
finanees but'his brisque, acensatory fnanner, directed often at Gil
de Rubio; only served to helghten amm051ty at delegatmn meet—
ings, ot dis -over solptions, ;
© As.éounty manager, Gil De Rubm may 11ave been the easmst .
OnRe 0. blame for the deficits of- several million dollars last year
and the probabﬂlty of more pf the same this year, but heisn't the
oniy oné, Bo his resigmation should not'be teken as some sort, of
sign, that the eounty will begm turnmg th.mgs around mnedlate—
Iy

Gil de Rublo was hired in 2002 durmg a penod in Which the
© cousnity was running annual deficits, primarily due to the nursing

home. He leaves under similar circumstances. In between, tax-
payers were ‘told the decision to hire a pnvate company to tun the
nursing home had eliminated deficits and in fact the nursing
home ‘was. being operatzd mthout the’ support of tax dollars; -
We've since learned that was not the:case. But just what the cir- .
cunistances were behind the deficits remain unclear, and thatisa
big part -of the problem with this county government; with'or -
without Gil de Rubio. No one seems to'be able to clearly explain -
why the finances are so muddled. o .
" 'We'd be willing 1o wager few taxpayers understand What they'
have been reading about the county ﬁnances, in partlcular the
. nursing home, where it seems evén small swings in the homes
census can mean 2 loss’ or gain iof. thousands of do]lars in: daﬂy
revenues. . 3
Al day after G:l &e Rubm 5 remgnatmn Wag announced the com: -
missioners:said- they would be takmg things over fdr the time
being. Not a comforting thonght given that the commissioners are
as much to blameé for the county’s problems as anyone. - ' 7
The comlmssmners Seem content to limp -along, hopmg that.
someway, zomehow revenues swill Brow and cover the éxpenses. If
a ‘miracle cure is on ‘the horizon, we don t see'it. The resignation
of Gil de Rubio only TIeArNs - t.hat someone else Wﬂl mhemt the
problems:; -
The comimisioners are. elected 1:0 nm tlhe cou.uty gnvenunent
Now is'thé tinie for 4 fresh start and'a chance to show the sort of
1eadelslnp that has been lackiug for far tuo long ‘ :




